The Hldden Story Behind WW Il

he mail featured here, addressed
I to “Private Henry Schwab,
Company E-108, Second Training
Battalion, Camp Ritchie, Maryland,”
tells a wartime tale hardly known by the
general public, and perhaps only slight-
ly known by the Jewish readership. But
the story of Camp Ritchie has recently
gained more attention in the U.S. and
Germany because of a film, “The
Ritchie Boys,” produced by the German
filmmaker Christian Bauer.

My Camp Ritchie “Second Training Battalion” address
appears unremarkable, but as Bauer’s film explains, in
1943 and 1944 Camp Ritchie had become a major US
Military Intelligence Training Center. The soldiers sta-
tioned there were part of elite World War II US Army intel-
ligence units, made up mostly of young German Jewish
refugees. Their background combined with their knowl-
edge of the German language and psyche made them well
suited for information gathering and psychological warfare.
They were assembled from a multitude

duties in the military intelligence sector ultimately prepared
me and inspired my consequent intensive activities in
researching and writing about Holocaust Postal History.
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During my time at Camp Ritchie, I took part in various training
maneuvers. In the winter of 1944, my unit participated in
California/Arizona desert maneuvers out of Camp Young,
California. The makeup of our future [IPW teams was estab-
lished there. Wartime conditions were simulated, and we inter-

rogated our fellow US

of different units. In my case, [ was
reassigned from an Infantry Division
finishing its training at Camp
Blanding, Florida. I became a US citi-
zen on 25 June 1943 in Ocala, Florida.
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I, like most of the other “Ritchie
Boys,” eagerly entered into our-
wartime assignment as an interrogator
of prisoners-of-war (IPW). I was fully
committed to helping my new country
win the war against the tyranny of Nazi
Germany; and I was a compulsive let-
ter writer. The items shown here are
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soldiers as if they were
members of the oppos-
ing force. On our time
off, we had some fun
by visiting Hollywood

/;:L/ ﬁ?& G{Mﬁfﬁ‘ay -—;1_15;; :

(o Corklriiaraw

R
-2 v%‘f f;f: f;:’ 1(3 fiﬁia% nmu.Y.nfootlzL_
A 1944 G
éﬁ/ Younsg CheFRus \\_c;.-.u?/ | e S ety |
/ e H'/fza,f
4,/ So3 it

only a small cross-section of my “war
memoirs,” which I am pleased to have
for my family. As my early correspondence reveals, I, like
so many others, was not able to face up to the great ongo-
ing Jewish tragedy in Europe until considerably later in the
European campaign. But my wartime experience and my
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Souvenir of Hollywood visit
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Sailing to Europe on the SS Queen
Mary

and other points of interest.

In March 1944, prior to ship-
ping out to Europe, my pro-

motion to Staff Sergeant came

through. The journey, setting out on 10 April 1944 from
New York City bound for Glasgow, Scotland aboard the SS
Queen Mary-with thirty thousand troops on board, was
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unescorted and stressful, but the seas were smooth.

My visit to

the XX Corps of
the Third US Army
under the com-
mand of General
George S. Patton,
Jr. took us all over
Europe: Normandy,
Brittany, Chartres,
Metz, Trier,
Frankfurt,
Nuernberg,
Regensburg,
Weimar
/Buchenwald, and
Ried/Austria. We
interrogated POWs
at the Corps level,
seeking any infor-

mation of a strategic
nature. We submitted typed reports daily to our XX Corps
Headquarters, sometimes at a considerable distance, which
were then attached to the Third Army reports.

the Buchenwald

I soon found myself stationed in
Broadway, England and since my
U.S. address was in New York City,
I felt almost at home. Broadway was
a beautiful small village in the
Midlands that was being used to
assemble the XX Corps
Headquarters unit of the Third
Army. I lived there at the advanced
training center for two months. The
Camp Ritchie trainees performed
such duties as daily posting of the

war room maps for Lt.
General Walton H. Walker,
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Concentration Camp on 14 April
1945, just days after its liberation
two days earlier, left an unforgettable
impression on me. | searched in vain
for traces of my
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Broadway, England

father’s brother,
Iwan  Schwab
and his wife
Hilda, as well as
for my mother’s
sister Marta
Spier, her hus-
band Dagobert
and their two

Henry in Brittany

our commanding XX
Corps General. We also
worked on aerial photo intelli-
gence and the translating of
German documents. Then, in
the final days before DDay, we
transferred to the coastal town
of Marlboro, to be in readiness
for our commitment in France.

IPW Team 57 adventures with

sons. I did not

yet know that they and my mother’s other sister, Selma
Loewenthal, had died in Auschwitz in 1943 and 1944, or
that my cousins, Kurt (age 28) and Rolf Spier (age 22), had
been deported and killed in Maly Trostinets (near Minsk,

Belarus) in July 1942.

I later learned that Rudolf Marx, the father of my future
wife, had been incarcerated in Buchenwald in 1938, fol-

lowing the 9-10 November “’Kristallnacht
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massive

arrests of Jews. He was released weeks later after signing
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_De&r Parente.,

This evening we spent § minutes in silence for sur Pre-
sident....believe me, the news shocked us ss mueh ss it did
¥ou. 1 coneider thie the worst thing which could have happned
to us at this stage of the war. There is s2o much work to be
done immidiately after thie war hae ended and Hoogsevelt will be
missed., I only hope that our lesders in Washington will carry
on the wa;k rhich Hoosevelt; had planned. T )

Heceived maiY yesterday and to-day, however enly one letter
from you- a bilrthday cerd. I have missed your mail wery much
in these last few dave. )

Hesnwhile we have gone much deeper into Germany- just look
on the map..... I have an idea now what inspired Ooethe to write
his world famous poetrwv....the scenery in this particular part
of the country is guite attractive.....so sare the Autobshnen...!
%hat are nov so attractive..,.in fact it should remain as an ever
lasting monument of Nazi (or Germen..) culiure...zre the concen-
tretion camps. Werner and I etopped at®one of these huge camps-
well known elready many yeare agoe- 1% probably ratee second or
third, next 4o Dachsu. That some 30000 living ereatures still
remain there is simply & mistake- ofher plans had been made for
them- only Fatton, oy his speedy breakthrough prevented what was
in atore for them. Of the above named total, cnly approximately
1200 are German Jewe (8ll men). Inesplte of the fact thet there
is Bo much these people need right now, apparently they have no

other desire, but to enjoy their newly won freedom. We alsoc went —

to the offlice and checked the names of Schwab and Spler- there
were some with those names, but not the right ones.... Its very
drepressing teoc listen to, &nd to hear the truth, btut I feel that
one should be exposed to this from time te time, in order not

to forget. There are many people, I sm sorry to admit, who like
to elose their eyes and ears at such meoments,...I displse them!
At another™sams in the vicinity some very terribtle facts were
bafed, and I was glad to hear, that all...of our leaders saw the
facts there....!! I migssed this particulsar scene..and am not
BOTLYa...I can plecture it in my mind, and that is bad enocugh. What
alas is very depressing, is that I am afraid many & man with

hie handes full of blood will get lest in the erowd.... So you
gae, ilnepite of victories and glory, there are also the dark
gldes te this colorful picture!

Hecelved 5 letter from TLile, dated Mareh 2%9th...she is fipe!

At the moment we are living agein in a very nice house-
wlth electriec light (mot water though) in a2 fairly large, and
very historic German city. That such B famouse concentration
camp should be only several miles cuteide of this eity- fuamous
for its culture and art- is ironical!

Hawve been fine all the time- the work hasn't been too
terribly hard- thingse are moving too fast these days and our
work 1a mot as vital as In pest times. Hy"sightseeling toursg!
hawve taken me through parts of this ecountry guite new to me-
father, don't worry I have it all traced on a map- for future
detalled studdy!

It's 11 P#M,....andtime J‘E:E’ go to bed! Hr_lI_:afﬁrnu are well

% BocedwALD KZ Commp s f/ = sty |
¥ OHRDROF Kjichtp

50 The Israel Philatelist-April, 2005



v F — tSemewhers :I.W‘ V-E Day?"
- 8
- T
Dear Parents;

Amid the ringing of the church bells, amid:the continucus

news reports about the end of the war, about the celebratiomns in

all the gfeat Cities of the Alljed Naticns, I will get the greatett

satisfaction to have a long distance chat with you. Itt's'a great

day to-day, great in many respects. Above all we sre thanking

God for having gulded us in achieving this great vidbry, in having

gulded us in surviving this great struggle. I am thrilled to

think of the great Joy back honpe- much more noticeable than over

here. Although this event has been expected for some time, it is

© hard to grasp its full meaning and importance. For the people back

! home, peace means that thelr loved ones wlll come home after some

time- that they are out of dapger- that there will be no more

worries, except sbout the date of the homeconming. Peace for the

i people of Furope, those of the copnguered natipns, as well as those
of the Allied Nations, will mean much more. A new leafl is belng
turned to-day, & new life will begin to-morrow. I must mention
sgaln that we Americans are the luckiest of all people, we will
eventua-lly return to a country untouched by war, with the excep-
tion of those unfortunate people who have lost thelr lives over
here. Although weé do not consider ourselves as the soldiers who achwly
battled and won thls war, we do feel a certaln déegree of satis-
faction of having cuntriﬁuted te its successiful coneluslion. The
fact thet we are celebrating V Day ipn Austria is a wvery appropriate

v ey T

—— . event as part of Gen Patton's foreces. We have come a long way

with Pattons Army- and are proud of having been a part of this

- Army throughout thi= entire c&n{lign.

—_— The churchbells are still ringing in this Austrian town,
they will be ringing for an entire hour. Just about @n hour ago,
T helped the lady of this house, a grocery store, replace her white
flag with an Austrlan flag- red-white-red. PFrom what I have =een
of the Austrian pﬂﬂ{kf, thsr are a very friendly lot, and it is
very pleasant to ta

Inspite of the enﬂ nI tha war, our own "little” business is -
carrying on as before- at least for the time bedng. It's almost
discourasging to have to follow the same routine, do the same
work, write the same reports....but that is Jusﬁ such & mwinor
thing.

I hope that at least to-day I shall recelve some mail from
you- haven't had amy in about one week]

I hope to read and hear in detall about the celebrations
in Mew York- and especially how you spent the evending- I was
tired, after a day of moving apd work- I went to bed at 10:30...

My thoughts are very much with you to-day, and am sure
that this iz alsoc the case, visza-versa. You know how muech I wonld
give to be able to ecelebrate with you at home- but as I said abowve
I am very thankful to be well, happy and content on this dar- and
I hope you also will be cnntent with thoses tHoughts.

More scme other day......Best regards to wverybodyl

azﬁ;ﬂiﬁ'
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an agreement to leave Germany immediately. He and his
family of four faced many dangers and narrow escapes as
they fled across Belgium and France. They finally secured
passage to Portugal two years later, sailing to the United

Marseilles, France, on the USS Admiral Capps on 3
October 1945 and arrived at Norfolk, VA on 10 October
1945. Soon after I had a joyous homecoming and reunion
with my parents. | was discharged on 28 January 1946 at

States from Lisbon in January 1941.

Buchenwald Concentration
Camp

In May 1945, after the
armistice in the European
Theatre, our IPW Team 57
was transferred back to
Southern Germany and bil-
leted in Tutzing, to begin a
new phase of our intelli-

gence work: namely,
attempting to locate sus-
pected war criminals
among the surrendered

German troops and hospital
patients. This processing
was done together with US
Army medical personnel
and our military police.

Fort Dix,, N.J.

Not all “Ritchie Boys” were
Jewish refugees, but among
those that were, a majority
had all lost family members
in the Holocaust. Much like
my own experience, most of
these tragic revelations did
not surface until the end of
the war. During this special
60th anniversary year of com-
memorations, this account
serves the dual purpose of
honoring the memory of “The
Ritchie Boys” and our rela-
tives lost in the Holocaust.

Henry and his mother

Readers who are able to contribute to the story of “The
Ritchie Boys” are encouraged to do so - contact Henry
Schwab at HSAS2229@AOL.COM. m

Finally, my time for returning to the United States, based on
a point system, thankfully arrived. I shipped out of

Particular thanks go to Barry D. Hoffman, who for many years has been a
consistent collaborator, advisor and friend to me in my work with "Holocaust
Postal History" projects. He also has been a valuable contributor to this
"Ritchie" article.

Henry Schwab
Mai 23, 2005
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