The Hidden Story Behind WW II

Camp Ritchie Mail
Henry Schwab, W. Hyannisport, MA

T

he mail featured here, addressed
to “Private Henry Schwab,
Company E-108, Second Training
Battalion, Camp Ritchie, Maryland,”
tells a wartime tale hardly known by the
general public, and perhaps only slightly known by the Jewish readership. But
the story of Camp Ritchie has recently
gained more attention in the U.S. and
Germany because of a film, “The
Ritchie Boys,” produced by the German
filmmaker Christian Bauer.
My Camp Ritchie “Second Training Battalion” address
appears unremarkable, but as Bauer’s film explains, in
1943 and 1944 Camp Ritchie had become a major US
Military Intelligence Training Center. The soldiers stationed there were part of elite World War II US Army intelligence units, made up mostly of young German Jewish
refugees. Their background combined with their knowledge of the German language and psyche made them well
suited for information gathering and psychological warfare.
They were assembled from a multitude
of different units. In my case, I was
reassigned from an Infantry Division
finishing its training at Camp
Blanding, Florida. I became a US citizen on 25 June 1943 in Ocala, Florida.

duties in the military intelligence sector ultimately prepared
me and inspired my consequent intensive activities in
researching and writing about Holocaust Postal History.

Notification of Camp Richie address

During my time at Camp Ritchie, I took part in various training
maneuvers. In the winter of 1944, my unit participated in
California/Arizona desert maneuvers out of Camp Young,
California. The makeup of our future IPW teams was established there. Wartime conditions were simulated, and we interrogated our fellow US
soldiers as if they were
members of the opposing force. On our time
off, we had some fun
by visiting Hollywood

I, like most of the other “Ritchie
Boys,” eagerly entered into ourwartime assignment as an interrogator
of prisoners-of-war (IPW). I was fully
committed to helping my new country
win the war against the tyranny of Nazi
Germany; and I was a compulsive letter writer. The items shown here are
only a small cross-section of my “war Announce becoming US citizen
memoirs,” which I am pleased to have
for my family. As my early correspondence reveals, I, like
so many others, was not able to face up to the great ongoing Jewish tragedy in Europe until considerably later in the
European campaign. But my wartime experience and my
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Souvenir of Hollywood visit
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the XX Corps of
the Third US Army
under the command of General
George S. Patton,
Jr. took us all over
Europe: Normandy,
Brittany, Chartres,
Metz,
Trier,
F r a n k f u r t ,
Nuernberg,
Sailing to Europe on the SS Queen
Regensburg,
Mary
W e i m a r
/Buchenwald, and
Ried/Austria. We
and other points of interest.
interrogated POWs
at the Corps level,
In March 1944, prior to shipTravel Orders
seeking any inforping out to Europe, my promation of a strategic
motion to Staff Sergeant came
through. The journey, setting out on 10 April 1944 from nature. We submitted typed reports daily to our XX Corps
New York City bound for Glasgow, Scotland aboard the SS Headquarters, sometimes at a considerable distance, which
Queen Mary-with thirty thousand troops on board, was were then attached to the Third Army reports.
unescorted and stressful, but the seas were smooth.
My visit to the Buchenwald
Concentration Camp on 14 April
I soon found myself stationed in
1945, just days after its liberation
Broadway, England and since my
two days earlier, left an unforgettable
U.S. address was in New York City,
impression on me. I searched in vain
I felt almost at home. Broadway was
for traces of my
a beautiful small village in the
father’s brother,
Midlands that was being used to
Iwan Schwab
assemble
the
XX
Corps
and his wife
Headquarters unit of the Third
Hilda, as well as
Army. I lived there at the advanced
for my mother’s
training center for two months. The
sister
Marta
Camp Ritchie trainees performed Broadway, England
Spier, her hussuch duties as daily posting of the
band Dagobert
war room maps for Lt.
and their two
General Walton H. Walker,
sons. I did not
our commanding XX
Corps General. We also yet know that they and my mother’s other sister, Selma
worked on aerial photo intelli- Loewenthal, had died in Auschwitz in 1943 and 1944, or
gence and the translating of that my cousins, Kurt (age 28) and Rolf Spier (age 22), had
German documents. Then, in been deported and killed in Maly Trostinets (near Minsk,
the final days before DDay, we Belarus) in July 1942.
transferred to the coastal town
of Marlboro, to be in readiness I later learned that Rudolf Marx, the father of my future
for our commitment in France. wife, had been incarcerated in Buchenwald in 1938, following the 9-10 November “”Kristallnacht”’ massive
Henry in Brittany
IPW Team 57 adventures with arrests of Jews. He was released weeks later after signing
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an agreement to leave Germany immediately. He and his
family of four faced many dangers and narrow escapes as
they fled across Belgium and France. They finally secured
passage to Portugal two years later, sailing to the United
States from Lisbon in January 1941.
In May 1945, after the
armistice in the European
Theatre, our IPW Team 57
was transferred back to
Southern Germany and billeted in Tutzing, to begin a
new phase of our intelligence work: namely,
attempting to locate suspected war criminals
among the surrendered
German troops and hospital
patients. This processing
was done together with US
Army medical personnel
and our military police.

Buchenwald Concentration
Camp

Finally, my time for returning to the United States, based on
a point system, thankfully arrived. I shipped out of

Marseilles, France, on the USS Admiral Capps on 3
October 1945 and arrived at Norfolk, VA on 10 October
1945. Soon after I had a joyous homecoming and reunion
with my parents. I was discharged on 28 January 1946 at
Fort Dix,, N.J.
Not all “Ritchie Boys” were
Jewish refugees, but among
those that were, a majority
had all lost family members
in the Holocaust. Much like
my own experience, most of
these tragic revelations did
not surface until the end of
the war. During this special
60th anniversary year of commemorations, this account
serves the dual purpose of
honoring the memory of “The
Ritchie Boys” and our relatives lost in the Holocaust.

Henry and his mother

Readers who are able to contribute to the story of “The
Ritchie Boys” are encouraged to do so - contact Henry
Schwab at HSAS2229@AOL.COM. Q
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Particular thanks go to Barry D. Hoffman, who for many years has been a
Send your
dues to Chapter
Treasurerto
or me
to thein
National
Treasurer:
consistent collaborator,
advisor
and friend
my work
with "Holocaust
Stanley Raffel, 3408 Ripple Road, Baltimore, MD 21207
Postal History" projects. He also has been a valuable contributor to this
"Ritchie"
article.
Notice of Change
of Address
should only be sent to the National Treasurer. The form on the white IP address cover or on the mailing envelope
should be used for the notification along with the old mailing label.

Henry
Schwab
Notification not
sent directly
to the treasurer may delay timely change to the printer and cause the return of the IP to the society or a USPS change of
address notification
the society.
Mai to23,
2005 Both incure a postage due cost to the society.
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